
COURTHOUSE PROPERTY 

MASTER PLAN 

DORCHESTER COUNTY 
MAY  10, 2022



DORCHESTER COUNTY COURTHOUSE PROPERTY MASTER PLAN 

05-10-2022     2

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

E JIM BILTON BLVD

E JIM BILTON BLVD

2

PROPOSED MASTER PLAN

EXISTING CONDITIONS PRIOR TO PARK INTRODUCTION

SITE PROGRAM

In January of 2022 Creech & Associates was asked to perform a master planning study for the 
Dorchester County Courthouse property located on Jim Bilton Parkway in St. George, South 
Carolina. In addition to the county courthouse, the site has a park that includes athletic fields 
and support facilities on the east side of the property. The goal of the study was to provide a site 
analysis and options for the highest and best use of the property that balance the development 
potential with maintaining the character of the existing master plan core.

Thank you to the Advisory Committee who provided guidance throughout the study. Their 
leadership was critical in the success of this study.

- Jason Ward   County Manager

- Daniel Prentice  Deputy County Manager

- Laura Motley  Executive Assistant

Special thanks to Sabine & Waters, Inc. for their information sharing and recommendations 
on the current classification of the wetlands on the site. The delineations from other studies on 
the property provided the information base for the development limitations based on ACE 
standards.

The leadership team was interested in exploring options with a range of functions to evaluate 
the appropriate mix of uses to achieve a cohesive campus. The following program elements 
were tested as viable master plan components:

The proposed master plan maintains the recreational components on the eastern half of the site 
and places the burden of infrastructure to access the western half on a future developer.

There are several common elements across the options, including courthouse expansion, 
parking expansion, and walking trails that access most of the natural beauty of the site.
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COURTHOUSE

   � Courthouse Addition  

   � Office Buildings 
   � Veteran Services Building 

   � Convention Center 

   � Hotel

   � Baseball Fields

   � Soccer Fields

   � Picnic Shelters 
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This site overlay is derived from various wetland 

plats and exhibits spanning from 2015 to 2019. The 

most recent wetlands exhibit dated 2/12/19 was 

accepted by the Army Corps of Engineers and 

determined jurisdictional including the diversion 

ditches. This preliminary determination has no 

expiration date and was memorialized in a letter 

from the Army Corps of Engineers to Will Watson 

also dated 2/12/19. This information translates into 

the requirement of a permit for any disturbance 

of the delineated areas. Some additional related 

criteria are as follows:

 � Permits for wetland disturbances under 0.5 acre 

can be filed at the Nationwide level which is 
the shortest of two potential permit options. 

 � If any wetlands are disturbed the remaining 

wetlands will be required to maintain a 25 - 35 

foot buffer in perpetuity

 � Spanning wetland areas with bridge structures 

eliminates any disturbance and does not 

require permitting.

 � Additional permitting agencies at the state 

and local level requiring wetland disturbance 

approvals include SCDHEC Office of Coastal 
Resource Management CZC, and land 

disturbance from Dorchester County and/or St. 

George.
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